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Alith Panthum  

IMPORTANT DATES  

-3/4 Basketball– Fri 17th Nov 

-Prep Aquarium– Fri 17th Nov 

-Grade Prep Community Engage-

ment Evening– Tues 21st Nov @ 

5:30pm-6:30pm 

-Colour Run/ Walkathon– Friday 

24th November 

-Girls Rugby Sate Finals– Thursday 

23rd November 

-Grade 1/2 Sleepover-Friday 15th 

December 

Assistant Principal            

Bully Zero Australia Foundation at MWPS 

On Thursday November 23rd, 2017, the Bully Zero Australia Foundation will conduct four sessions at MWPS.  

The Prep – 2 students will participate in a 45-minute session covering what is bullying, looking out for your friends, being an 

upstander and treating others the way you would like to be treated. 

The grade 3-4 students will participate in a 60 minutes session covering the bullying definition, what is not bullying, empathy, 

respect, the role of the upstander and how to treat others. 

The grade 5-6 students will participate in a 60 minutes session covering staying safe online, stranger danger, the internet is a 

public place, being an upstander, what is bullying and what it is not. 

Parents and teachers will participate in a 90-minute session covering online games, stranger danger, privacy settings parental 

safety software, advice to keep kids safe and what to say to your child. 

Did you know that the largest most powerful group in a bullying situation is the bystander yet 70% of Australians do nothing to 

help? Did you know that the majority of onlookers remain as bystanders, failing to stand up, support or assist the victim? Bully-

ing can end in under 10 seconds if a bystander intervenes. Often in bullying situations, the bystander knows the behaviour is 

unacceptable and inappropriate but unless they are asked for help or made to feel they have a responsibility to act, they may 

silently collude or walk away. 

The work BZAF is conducting with bullies and victims indicates that verbal bullying is usually what the bully is feeling. 

The bully tends to be attracted to the victim because they may think the victim is powerless, weak, helpless and non-

assertive. 

They encourage victims to speak up and use assertive language i.e. words that commence with “I” statements, “I 

would like, I prefer, I don’t appreciate ……” 
MWPS is funding this incursion because we support Bully Zero Australia Foundation in their mission to provide genuine and 

enduring care for bullying victims and their families. They exist to identify and empower victims, to support and stand side by 

side with them, their families and friends in taking action and creating permanent positive behavioural changes. They are dedi-

cated and committed to raising awareness of bullying and its devastating consequences through schools, workplaces, sporting 

clubs and community groups. They aim to empower Australians and provide them with hands on educational strategies to pre-

vent bullying.  

 

P-2 Assistant Principal Jenny O’Connor 

Dear Parents/ Guardians,  

Last Friday 10th November MWPS celebrated Remembrance Day at the school 

Assembly.  

On the 15th November Grade 3/4 students attended the Werribee Zoo, stu-

dents had lots of fun! 

Tomorrow Friday 17th November the Grade Prep students will go on the 

Aquarium Excursion and selected Grade 3/4 girls will attend a Basketball Excur-

sion.  
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Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy 

Getting it right in English! 

Engaging older readers and writers 
 

In the middle to upper years of primary school students use reading and writing to learn 
and explore other learning areas, and to seek out information for themselves as active 
learners. It’s important to continue to encourage a love for reading and writing at these 
ages, particularly leading into secondary school. 
Below are some activities that might engage your older readers and writers. 
 

Share ideas about texts 
Talk to your child about how you select books for your own reading. After your child has 
read a text, encourage him or her to share insights, feelings and understandings of the 
text. 
Some ideas that may suit your child’s interests: 

Read about the author or illustrator at their website. 
Find and read another story by the same author. 
Follow the instructions from a text to create something, for example, recipes, making 

models, or origami (Japanese paper folding). 
Read several articles together on the same issue to get more than one opinion. Dis-

cuss the different views expressed. 
View a movie based on a book and make comparisons. 
Draw or paint pictures about the scenes or characters from a story. 

 

Encourage your child to read or write with a specific purpose in mind 
Some ideas include: 

Listen to and view texts on the internet, MP3 or other digital audio player. 
Read, collect, experiment with and write recipes to create a cookbook. 
Find out facts about topics of interest or your family’s cultural background 
Keep a diary where your child can record events, feelings etc. 
Write a shopping list for a recipe you and your child wish to make. 
Play appropriate computer games that require reading (see previous Partner’s in 

Learning for great apps and websites). 
Download podcasts to listen and discuss. 
Join a blog to read and to make contributions together.  

 

 
Ideas taken from ‘201 Literacy and maths tips to help your child’, Department of Education and Early Childhood Devel-

opment 
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 Marvellous Maths 

Mathematics on the Road 
 
 
Take advantage of ‘maths talk’ while making trips (short ones or long 
ones) in the car, on the bus, tram or train. You will find many opportuni-
ties to explore mathematics while travelling around the neighbourhood, 
around the country or around the world. 
 
Road Sign Geometry 
Look at the shapes of road and safety signs. Discuss the reasons why stop signs, cau-
tion signs, and information signs use different shapes, different colours and words. 
Use the terms circle, octagon, triangle, rectangle, diamond (or rhombus) and pentagon 
to describe the shapes.  Besides learning the names of shapes, you will be developing 
more observant travel skills for your child. 
 
Plan your trip     
Discuss the route you will be travelling. How long will it take to get to 
your destination?  You might want to look at a map or sketch your 
own.  If it is a long trip you might want to locate the ½ way point and the 
¼ and ¾ points and discuss the stops along the route. 
 
How long is a kilometre? 
Estimating the length of a kilometre isn’t easy. When you travel, try to guess when you 
have travelled a kilometre, use the odometer or trip meter to check your guess.  Major 
highways sometimes have roadside markers, try to spot them and calculate how many 
more kilometres to travel to your destination. 
On the freeway, read the signs that show how many kilometres to the next exit.  
 
Driving Around 
As you drive around, try to use position words to describe landmarks.  For example you 
might say “We just went over the bridge.”  “We went around the lake.” ‘We are next to 
the park.’ “We are going through the tunnel.” “We are turning left/right.” 
 
Travel Time 
Use counting to measure time as you travel. Ask your child questions like: 
How long will it be until we get to the next stop? How long will the stop light (red light) 
last? 
 
Number Game 
Look for numbers on signs, letterboxes and license plates to find numbers in or-
der.  Look for number patterns in these environmental numbers, for example, the num-
bers on letterboxes are odd or even and skip count by 2s. 
 
 
                                               
 
 
 
 
These examples are from the Information pack provided at the 1/2 Maths night. 
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Deadly News 

This term, the Koori club has grown in numbers with three new families joining the community.  Michelle Marion, the 

school’s Koori Engagement Officer (KESO), has also joined the students on Wednesday afternoons.  Students in Koori club 

have explored more about their culture and language as well as created their own sand art.  Students painted rocks, 

leaves and bark.  They added these painted elements into a container of sand along with native flowers and plants cre-

ating some beautiful works of art.  New Year 6 student, Jahnna McKinnon, said about the sand art, “It was fun and inter-

esting getting to paint and create stuff.” The students in Koori Club have been practicing songs they sang at the Dream 

Big Festival in preparation for the Djerriwarrh Parade.  The Djerriwarrh Parade will be held on Saturday, the 18th of No-

vember, in High Street Melton.  For more information on the Djerriwarrh Parade, flyers can be found at the front office.  

The students have been practicing at school; however, the Djerriwarrh Parade is a community project and not put on at 

the school.  If students want to attend the Parade, parents and families will need to accompany them on the day.   

                          

                         *Some examples of the Sand Art created by Koori club students and their friends. 
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