20th September, 2018

Partners in Learning Newsletter
Moving forward With the Passion to Succeed
Dear Parents and Carers,
It’s the end of term three already. I can’t believe how quickly this year is flying past, but the end of term
is a fantastic time to reflect on all the achievements, enjoyment and energetic involvement of all the
students, parents and staff at Melton West Primary School.
Term three has been a very busy but productive term for both students and their teachers. There has
been lots of learning but also some wonderful whole school activities and lots of extracurricular events.
We started off the term with the P-2 and 3-6 Athletics carnivals. From here students went on to
represent Melton West PS at area and regional level resulting in four of our students heading off to the
State championships next term. There was also a week long swimming program for all year levels, as
well as, rugby, soccer and basketball events where our students enthusiastically participated.
The Drumming incursion certainly got everyone banging on those drums, there was a trip to the Apple
Store for our eSmart leaders and The Preps celebrated a hundred days of school or 100 Days of
“bugging their teacher,” according to a few of the decorated T-Shirts. Books came alive at Melton
Primary School for Book Week and children had a lovely time dressing up as their favourite book
characters for the book parade. George Ivanoff made an author visit and inspired the children to both
read and write.
The year 3 and 4 students headed off to camp and had a wonderful time. Everyone arrived back safe
and sound. The 5 and 6 students visited the Art Gallery and the year 1 and 2 students have visited
Sovereign Hill.
All the hard work of Ms Henaway, Ms Ralph and Ms Higgins came to culmination with the State School
Spectacular Performance at Hisense arena on the weekend. (I am so sorry I had to miss this due to illness.)
Our Community Engagement evenings have been a wonderful success and once again the Parents and
Friends have made a fantastic contribution to the whole community with their organisation of Special
lunches, disco, Father’s Day Stall and Friday fresh fruit.
I hope you all enjoy a well-deserved rest over the next two weeks; refuel and restore yourselves,
ready for the last term of the year. Stay safe and look after yourself and those around you. Be kind to
your family, friends and those you don’t yet know. Explore something new - a book, a place, an idea or
question. But most of all stay safe and enjoy your time together. See you all back on Monday October
8th at 8:50am.
Kind regards,
Jennifer O’Connor
Assistant Principal Prep-2 Learning Community

School finishes
2:10pm tomorrow.

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Getting it right in Reading!

Oral Language Investigation Stations
Developing sound oral language skills in the early years of life and schooling is essential in
supporting students to be successful readers and writers.

Oral language includes two components:
Expressive language (speaking) is the use of words and non-verbal processes to share
meaning with others.
Receptive language (listening) is the process of understanding what has been expressed.
Listening can occur even when no sounds are heard by taking note of pitch, tone, stress, and the
use of gesture to understand a speakers’ meaning.

Investigation Stations:
One of the factors that heavily influences oral language includes topics that are motivating to talk
about. Investigation Stations are one way that teachers provide opportunities for students to
engage in meaningful oral interactions. . Examples of stations include a doctor’s surgery, vet,
hairdresser, school and restaurant. The stations build on what already interests students or
engage their interest by making connections with their real life. Students are encouraged to use
the social conventions and language associated with these social situations.
Many of these stations can be created at home using old objects from around the house or made
by children using paper and cardboard. Other inexpensive props can be purchased from K-Mart,
The Reject Shop or other discount stores. A great project for the school holidays with older
siblings or friends!

Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy
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Fun Brain Teasers
Check out these fun brainteasers and enjoy a range of mind bending math logic that is sure to
get you thinking.
Put your ability with numbers and problem solving skills to the test with classic brainteasers that
will leave you scratching your head in search of answers. How many of the brain bending questions can you answer correctly? Give them a try and find out!

1. I am an odd number. Take away one letter and I become even. What number am I?
2. Using only addition, how do you add eight 8’s and get the number 1000?
3. Sally is 54 years old and her mother is 80, how many years ago was Sally’s mother three
times her age?
4. Which 3 numbers have the same answer whether they’re added or multiplied together?
5. There is a basket containing 5 apples, how do you divide the apples among 5 children so
that each child has 1 apple while 1 apple remains in the basket?
6. There is a three-digit number. The second digit is four times as big as the third digit, while
the first digit is three less than the second digit. What is the number?
7. What word looks the same backwards and upside down?
8. Two girls were born to the same mother, at the same time, on
the same day, in the same month and in the same year and yet
somehow they’re not twins. Why not?
9. A ship anchored in a port has a ladder, which hangs over the
side. The length of the ladder is 200cm, the distance between
each rung in 20cm and the bottom rung touches the water. The
tide rises at a rate of 10cm an hour. When will the water reach
the fifth rung?

8. Because there was a third girl, which makes them triplets!
7. SWIMS
6. 141
5. 4 children get 1 apple each while the fifth child gets the basket with the remaining apple still in it.
4. 1, 2 and 3.
3. 41 years ago, when Sally was 13 and her mother was 39.
2. 888 + 88 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 1000
1. Seven (take away the ‘s’ and it becomes ‘even’).
Answers
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Infectious Diseases in Primary
School
Schools and childcare services have a responsibility under the
Public Health and Wellbeing Regulations 2009 to help
manage infectious diseases in their facilities. Different
exclusion periods apply to different infectious diseases for
cases and contacts. Schools and childcare facilities may also
have to notify the Department of Health.

Exclusion periods explained
Parents are sometimes asked to keep their child at home
(called ‘exclusion’) in the event of illness or disease. The aim
of exclusion is to reduce the spread of infectious disease. The
less contact there is between people who have an infectious
disease and people who are at risk of catching the disease,
the less chance the disease has of spreading. By excluding
one ill child, many other children (and staff) can be protected
from becoming ill.
The need for exclusion and the length of time a child is
excluded depends on:

how easily the infection can spread

how long the child is likely to be infectious

how severe the disease can be.

Please read the attached table
(overleaf) for the minimum period of
exclusion for infectious diseases.
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