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Partners in Learning Newsletter
Moving forward With the Passion to Succeed
Assistant Principal
STEM – Canberra Conference

Last week Mr.Spudvilas-Powell, myself and two Year 6 students – Airlie Sheppard and Anyang Wal travelled to Canberra to learn more
about STEM practices. STEM is an acronym for the fields of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. We learned that STEM
is part of at least two major changes in our society. In our world of rapid technologically driven change STEM is thought to be the foundation of our future economy and wider prosperity. STEM involves not only the content but also the process, the how we work together
to solve complex scientific problems.
The goal for schools and educators is to not only create little scientists and engineers but to also build the capacity of students to be
better able to live in the world, and to empower them to make the world a place worth living in. STEM practices are about the capabilities
students demonstrate while exploring the content in mathematics, science, engineering and technology. The STEM practices include:
Spatial reasoning
Location and arrangement
Patterns and relationships
Design and making
Change
Developing and improving explanations and solutions
Problem posing
The most important element of STEM is LEARNING not the subject. We learned that the values of curiosity, resilience (keep trying),
problem solving, critical and creative thinking, intercultural understanding, personal and social capabilities and ethical understanding that
students take on board as they are engaged in STEM experiences, is what really matters.
It was a wonderful experience to watch our students get excited as we worked through a prototyping exercise where we collaborated
together to create a structure that would withstand a high level of shaking. As we worked through the task the values of curiosity and
resilience were at the forefront for both our students. I was reminded then that STEM practices are everyday practices that help our
students to stay future minded, involve the family and community and provide opportunities for students to think scientifically and make
sense of the world through experiments and evidence.
Warmest Regards,
Kathy Cvitkovic
Assistant Principal
“I have no special talent. I am only passionately curious.” – Albert Einstein

IMPORTANT DATES

A Word from Our School Vice Captains

Assembly– Friday 22nd

Dear Parents/ Guardians,

September 9:00am
Last Day Term 3– Friday 22nd
September 2:10pm Dismissal
Term 4 — Monday 9th October
Please note: Students are to
wear hats during Term 4.

Jessica Hodge

Last night, Wednesday 20th September MWPS had the Art Show, it was
a successful night!
Tomorrow, Friday 22nd September is the last day of Term 3, students
will be dismissed at 2:10pm. Assembly will be held at 9am.
We hope you have a great holiday!
Thank you :)

As the Melton West PS Community, we are collectively striving to provide a safe and supportive learning environment for all students to achieve their full potential. We will do this through an engaging and
inclusive curriculum, with high expectations of students as individual learners and thinkers, who become valued members of the wider community.

Getting it right in English!
Fun Literacy activities for the holidays
The school holidays have crept up again. The weather is getting much warmer with sunny days ahead. We know many
children (and teachers!) are looking forward to a nice break and getting outside to enjoy the beautiful weather. However,
if you are after some other stimulating activities to keep children occupied, we encourage you to continue to build their
literacy skills, ready for Term 4.
Some ideas are suggested below:

Enjoy the outdoors!
Make the most of the beautiful weather and take a picnic blanket to your local park. In between bouts of football or the
playground, have some quiet time and encourage your children to read some well-loved or new books in the shade.

Visit your local library
Most local libraries often have some great activities on during the school holidays. It is also an opportunity to encourage
children to continue reading at home, with engaging and interesting books they have chosen for themselves.

Games
There are some great board games that promote Literacy. Some of these include: Scattergories Junior, Celebrity Heads,
Guess Who, Scrabble, Boggle, Pictionary Junior.
If your children are still learning to automatically read High Frequency Words, encourage them to play games with their
siblings or friends such as SNAP!, Memory or Go Fish with these words. Ask your child’s teacher for a copy of the cards.

Technology
Don’t forget there are many great educational apps and programs that can be accessed on your children’s electronic devices.

Red Writing

Book Creator

iPad App

iPad App

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com

Sock Puppets
iPad App

www.heraldsun.com.au/kids-news

https://www.getepic.com/

Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy
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Marvellous Maths
Working with Shapes F-2

Shapes are an important attribute in our world around us. We use shape as a way of identifying and organizing visual information. The topic Shape belongs to Geometry in the Mathematics curriculum.
Students begin by being able to identify the important features of two-dimensional shapes and use these distinguishing
features to compare and contrast various shapes. For example, triangles have three straight sides and the three angles can
be of various sizes and rectangles (and squares) have four straight sides and four right angles. Students also learn the common geometric names for 2 dimensional shapes at this stage. See above.
Students then move on to physically carrying out the actions of turning, flipping and sliding shapes, and predicting the results by visualising what this might look like in simple cases. Students practise identifying the shapes that will fit into gaps
and how the shapes need to be manipulated by turning (rotating) or flipping (reflecting).

It is important that students understand that changing a shape by turning, flipping or sliding does not change what kind of
shape it is, and that the moved/transformed shape is the same as the original, only in a different position or pointing in a
different direction.
The transformations discussed at this stage include:

In later years, students will move on to classifying shapes and angles. But first, playing with shapes and knowing all about
shapes is the first step!

Leonie Hooke
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Deadly News
Last week, Friday, students from Koori Club and The Culture Club performed at the Melton South Dream Big
Festival. Under the Big Top Tent, students from local schools as well as members of the community, came
together to promote health and wellbeing. The day was filled with stilt walkers, amazing song and dance performances as well as some enchanting story telling. The Koori Club students were joined by children from
Melton South to perform songs and help illustrate the creation story of Bunjil and Waa. Year 5 student, Jasmine said about the day, “It was great to let other people know about the culture we represent.” The Culture Club students performed their own version of the Haka followed by a Polynesian cultural dance choreographed by T.K from Melton West’s EMBRACE program. Year 5 student, Sharon explained, “It’s good to show
our talents and culture to other people.”

Students from the Koori
Club showing their clap
stick skills.

The Culture Club boys adding
a bit of fun to the dance.

The Culture Club girls showing it’s all about the hips.

Bunjil eagle flying down to
his nest.
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