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Parent Engagement that makes a difference
to a child’s learning
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Research shows there are four key things parents/carers can do to support their child’s learning. I have
outlined these four key elements below:
Having High Expectations:
The research shows undeniably, that high parental expectations have the greatest impact on student
achievement. Studies looking at teacher's perception of the positive attitude parents have toward their
child's education, teacher, and school, was significantly related to increased academic performance,
measured by both a standardized achievement test and teacher ratings of the child's classroom academic performance. Further, parent involvement was significantly related to academic performance above
and beyond the impact of the child's intelligence (IQ).
Talking About School At Home:
Studies have shown that parents talking to their kids about school and school activities at home, had a
greater impact on learning than monitoring homework, being home after school or limiting screen time.
Helping Students Develop A Positive Attitude And Good Work Habits:
As students get older, the impact parents can have on their child’s academic achievement decline. Parents can’t teach their children everything they need to know (the same goes for schools), but the habits
they encourage at an early age, have long-lasting benefits, through to high school.
We highly recommend parents interacting with their children, rather than ‘teaching’ them.
Parents don’t have to “teach” their children. Teachers focus on content, and parents can assist by helping their child develop a sense of personal competence, encouraging persistence, showing them how to
plan and manage their time, handle distractions, and ask for help when they need it.
Reading With Children:
Parents make a major difference by reading and talking about books and stories with their children, in
any language. Reading skills can be taught at school, and parents can help build a crucial foundation for
successful literacy through conversation and reading together, which develops the motivation to read, a
greater level of comprehension, and strong oral language skills.
To continue reading with your children over the Easter break you can:

Find out times the local library is operating, and visit the public libraries in your area to borrow
books

Read with your child before bed to help your child unwind from the day’s activities.
I wish all of our families a most relaxing Easter break in which you take time to have fun with your child/
children.
“A turtle makes progress when it sticks its neck out”. – Anonymous
Warmest Regards,
Kathy Cvitkovic
Assistant Principal (3-6 Learning Community)

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Getting it right in English!
Fun Literacy activities for the holidays
The school holidays have crept up again. The weather is getting much warmer with sunny days ahead. We know
many children (and teachers!) are looking forward to a nice break and getting outside to enjoy the beautiful weather. However, if you are after some other stimulating activities to keep children occupied, we encourage you to
continue to build their literacy skills, ready for Term 4.
Enjoy the outdoors!
Make the most of the beautiful weather and take a picnic blanket to your local park. In between
bouts of football or the playground, have some quiet time and encourage your children to read
some well-loved or new books in the shade.
Visit your local library
Most local libraries often have some great activities on during the school holidays. It is also an
opportunity to encourage children to continue reading at home, with engaging and interesting
books they have chosen for themselves.
Games
There are some great board games that promote Literacy. Some of these include: Scattergories
Junior, Celebrity Heads, Guess Who, Scrabble, Boggle, Pictionary Junior.
If your children are still learning to automatically read High Frequency Words, encourage them to
play games with their siblings or friends such as SNAP!, Memory or Go Fish with these words.
Ask your child’s teacher for a copy of the cards.
Technology
Don’t forget there are many great educational apps and programs that can be accessed on your children’s
electronic devices.
Ipad apps:

Red writing

www.heraldsun.com.au/kids-news

Sock Puppets

www.getepic.com/

Book Creator

www.teachyourmonstertoread.com

Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy
A Word from Our School Vice Captains
Dear MWPS,
Last week we had House Colour Day and everyone put in lots of effort to
succeed in each and every activity.
Photo Day was today and we hope everyone brought their best smile with them to school.
The School Fete is on Friday. Everyone is welcome to come and join in the fun. Bring your family
and friends!
The school holidays are coming up, so please work hard in class so you can get ready for term 2.
We hope everyone has a great Easter break!
Samantha And Jackson.

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Marvellous Maths
MATHS GAMES TO PLAY WITH CARDS AND DICE
Dear Parents and guardians,
Maths games are a really easy and fun way to help your child learn some basic number facts. All you
need is a pack of cards and some dice. Games such as Monopoly, Snakes and Ladders, in fact any game
with dice will help your child with their maths skills. Below are a few games you could try.
Biggest Number Wins


You need a pack of cards with the picture cards and Aces removed.



Each person turns over a card, reads out the number and the player with the largest number wins
both cards.



Can extend into two, three or more cards
Adding game



You need a pack of cards with the picture cards and Ace removed.



Turn over 2 cards.



Add the 2 numbers together. Encourage strategies such as counting on



Can be extended to two cards and encourage using place value to assist in calculating.
Subtracting Game

You need a pack of cards with the picture cards and Ace removed.
Turn over 2 cards.
What is the difference between the two cards. Encourage strategies such as counting on
Can be extended to two cards and encourage using place value to assist in calculating the difference.
Dice Games


Roll the dice – how many more to 10 e. g. roll a 6 – need 4 more



Roll the dice – double it



Roll the dice – double it, add 1 more



Roll the dice – double it , 1 less



Roll the dice – multiply by 2, 5, 10.

Kind regards
Jennifer O’Connor
Assistant Principal P-2 Learning Community
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