Assistant Principal Message

Dear Parents/Guardians,
At Melton West Primary School we endeavour in lots of different ways to make stepping up
to the next year level as stress free as possible. We understand that transitioning into the
next year level can be a highly anxious time for both students and their families.
Our 2017 Prep students have taken part in two “Step Up” sessions thus far whilst their
parents/carers have participated in information sessions. Their final session will take place on
December 6th, 2016. In addition to these transition experiences there have been
Kindergarten visits and visits to MWPS by the Kindergarten students. Mrs.Costa has
conducted a number of school tours and answered many questions.
The Year 6 teachers have met with the Year 7 teachers from the Secondary Schools in the
local area to pass on important information about our students’ learning, strengths and
learning goals. In addition some of our Year 6 students have already visited their Secondary

MWPS
Partners in learning

School in preparation for the “Step Up” day on December 6th, 2016.
Teachers have been busy gathering feedback from students in regards to friendship
groupings for 2017 classes. All students are asked to choose 3 students they think they would
work well with in 2017 and from these names students will end up in the same grade with at
least 1 of the students they have nominated. This is yet another way of ensuring Student
Voice is alive in our school. In late December all students will spend an hour with their new
classmates and, in most cases, students will be able to meet their 2017 teacher.
As the end of the year draws closer it’s very important that we continue to work together,
role modelling our school values through our actions and words. Change can be scary but it’s
also an opportunity for growth and new learning.
“You must be the change you wish to see in the world” – Mahatma Gandhi

Warmest Regards,
Kathy Cvitkovic
Assistant Principal

Message from our School Vice Captains
Hello Parents/ Guardians,
On the 16th November 2016 100 of the Grade
3/4 students went to Camp Kangaroobie. The
students did a lot of fun activities. They
returned on Friday 18th November in the
afternoon.

Regards,
School Vice Captains
Shehrish & Brooklyn

Getting it right in Reading!

Marvellous Maths
Reading to your child is both a wonderful way to spend time
together and also an effective way to engage your child in
conversation. Students of all ages love stories and love to talk
about stories. “Literature provides students with opportunities to
make connections with their own lives, provides a context to
think and practice mathematics, and enriches students’ view of
the world of mathematics.” A Guide to Effective Instruction in
Mathematics, Kindergarten to Grade 6. So why not take a trip to
the library and take a look for some of the texts below with
mathematical concepts.

What are those letters and sounds?
The English language is a confusing network of sounds, letters,
words and sentences. With 26 letters but 44 different sounds
(phonemes) and sentences like ‘They’re not going to find their books
in there.’, it is no wonder many people are bamboozled by the
topic. English is complex and complicated but below are some ways
that you can break down the English language for you and your
child.
Vowels – Linguistically vowels are considered a sound that is made
by the vocal cords when saying a particular letter (s) of the
alphabet. More commonly however, vowels are described as the
letter or combination of the letters a, e, i, o, and u. Vowels can
make either a long sound (sounds like it’s alphabet name as in bay,
bee or boat) or short sound (as in bat, bit, bet).
Consonant – all other letters in the alphabet except for a, e, i, o,
and u.
Digraph – when two letters are used together to make one sound
such as ch (chip), ai (sail), sh (sheep) or wh (whale).
Trigraph – when three letters are used to make a single sound such
as dge (dodge) or tch (match).
Consonant blend (consonant cluster) – two or more consonants
that are used together but unlike a digraph, a blend you can hear all
the letters. For example; bl (blend), fl (flag), pr (princess), or st
(street).
Compound word – a word that is made up of two other words such
as football, cupcake or buttonhole.
Department of Education, Western Australia, 2013, First Steps:
Reading Map of Development, The Government of Western
Australia.

