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Dear Parents /Carers, 

Happy Winter days! I hope you are all keeping warm as our weather begins to cool. Please 

find information regarding Attendance. It is critical that your child is at school EVERY day 

in order to maximize learning opportunities. 

 

Why do I need to notify the school if my child is absent? 
Schools need to know when and why a child is absent and you need to know if your child isn’t at 
school.  
From the end of Term 2 2018, all Victorian government schools are required to contact parents/
carers as soon as practicable on the same day of an unexplained student absence. If your child is ab-
sent on a particular day and you have not contacted the school to explain why, the absence will be 
marked as unexplained. 
This system also promotes daily school attendance. Going to school every day is the single most 
important part of your child’s education, they learn new things every day – missing school puts 
them behind. 
  
What is your responsibility? 
You are legally required to ensure your child attends school every day or you must provide an ex-
planation for their absence. You should let the school know in advance of any upcoming absenc-
es or let them know in the morning if your child won’t be at school. In order for schools to imple-
ment the same day notification requirement, it’s essential that you provide the school with your 
most up-to-date contact details. 
Generally one notification will be sent per family. Should there be circumstances that require both 
parents and carers to be notified, please contact the school to make the necessary arrangements.  
  
What is the school’s responsibility? 
The school must notify you of an unexplained absence in relation to your child as soon as practica-
ble on the same day.  
Our school will let you know via SMS. Please ensure your phone numbers remain up to date at all 
times.  
  
Warmest Regards, 
Kathy Cvitkovic 
Assistant Principal - 3-6 Learning Community 
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Getting it right in Reading! 
 

What is fluency and why is it important? 
Fluency is a key contributor toward independent and successful reading. It is comprised of three  
components:  

Accuracy (correct recognition/reading of words) 
Rate (speed of reading) 
Prosody (expression) 

It is these capabilities that support students’ comprehension of an author’s message. Fluent readers read more words and 
because of this they have increased opportunities to further develop their word recognition skills, broaden their vocabulary, 
increase their knowledge about the world, and strengthen and refine their comprehension abilities.  
Taken from Anne Bayetto, - Lecturer, Flinders University School of Education 

 

Prompts you can use to support your child with fluency while hearing them read aloud:  

 

*Prompts taken from Prompting Guide for Oral Reading and Early Writing, Fountas and Pinnell. 

 

Activities to support the development of fluent oral reading: 

Read with a puppet 
Ask your child to select and place a puppet on their hand. The puppet then reads the text  
to you or a sibling using the voice of the character. When the puppet has finished reading,  
the puppet summarises what has been read and then you/sibling restates what the puppet summarised.  
 
Listening to phrased and fluent oral reading 
Regularly read familiar and loved texts aloud to your child so they can hear what phrased and fluent reading sounds like. 
Alternatively, many of the websites and iPad apps shared in the last few newsletters have texts that can be read aloud to 
your child. 
 
Read to a figurine or stuffed toy 
Ask your child to introduce themselves to their selected ‘listener’ by telling them their name, their interests and why they 
like them. Your child then reads their text to the ‘listener’ using the voice of the figurine or stuffed toy. When your child has 
finished reading they can state three questions that the ‘listener’ would likely ask them about the text. 

 

Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy 

Accuracy 

-Read it again and make sure you look at the punctuation. 
-These words make sense together. Read them together. 
-Can you make it sound like this? (model) 
-Put your words together so it sounds like the way you talk. 
-Are you listening to how your reading sounds? 

Rate 

-Can you read that sentence again, but faster this time? 
-Move your eyes quickly so you can read more words together (this may be accompanied By 

pushing a card across a line of text). 

Expression 

-Make your voice show excitement when you see the exclamation point. 
-Make your voice go up when you see the question mark. 
-Make your voice go down when you see the full stop. 
-Take a short breath when you see the comma. 
-Make your voice sound like the character is talking when you see the speech masks. Look at 

who is saying it and think about how they would sound. 
-Try it again and make that word sound important. 
-That is a word in bold print. Say it again and say it a bit louder. 
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A fun and engaging way for families to engage in real life mathemat-
ics and explore problems together. 

 

Family participation in learning is one of the most accurate predictors of a child's success in school and beyond. 

The Victorian Maths Challenge recognises the important role families have in their childrens' learning and while you might feel 
that the maths your child is doing at school is different from how you were taught, you can make a difference by supporting what 
your child learns at school and helping them to learn at home. 

To this end, The challenge provides families with opportunities to explore maths together. It encourages families to ask questions 
of one another, to collaborate and to have fun exploring different approaches to open-ended problems. 

How to help during and beyond the challenge 

Your role is to simply get involved! 

With your child, check out the challenges and choose one that suits your family. The challenges have been designed as open-
ended maths tasks that require limited amounts of time and materials. Your family might choose to complete one challenge in a 
short space of time, dedicate 20 minutes each day to a challenge over the course of a week or complete multiple challenges over 
a weekend. 

When working on a challenge talk positively about maths so your child also values it. If your experiences in maths at school were 
less than ideal, avoid saying comments like 'I was bad at maths at school' or 'I didn't like maths because it was too hard.' These 
sorts of comments can lower children's own expectations of themselves and perpetuate myths about people being born naturally 
bad or good at maths. 

Conversely, if you did well at maths in school, avoid jumping in with answers/solutions and instead encourage your child to talk 
about how they might work out maths problems as this helps boost their confidence.  

Regardless of your own school experiences in maths, be reassured that maths today is not about learning by rote, with the focus 
instead on recognising that there are multiple ways to get an answer. Encourage your child to talk about the different strategies 
they might apply to the challenge/s chosen by your family.  

Decide as a family if you would like to submit a recording of your participation in a challenge. Your submission can take the form 
of a video or some digital photos. 

Remember to maintain a supportive role in the learning process by helping your child to recognise that they already may know 
parts of the solution. 

 

To take the Victorian Maths Challenge go to: 

http://vmc.global2.vic.edu.au/ 
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