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WELCOME – Start the school year with a reading routine 

It is hard to believe that we are already well into our second week of school! It has been truly wonderful to see all our beautiful 

children back at school smiling, learning and playing. In particular, we have found great pleasure in seeing our new prep             

students join our learning community smiling, eager and ready to take on board whatever comes their way.  

Congratulations to all our amazing parents and carers who have braved the journey with their children to school each morning, 

weaving through the traffic and heat. Your efforts are very much appreciated by your children, I’m sure, but also by us, the 

staff. Well done on setting those alarms and getting your children safely and on time to school this past week as starting 

strongly and on the right foot will surely set us up for an amazing 2018 school year!! 

As you are all aware from Mrs.Costa’s Principal message, last week that reading is our key focus this year, across the school in 

every classroom. Making time to read regularly with your children is an important part of literacy development. The key is to 

have a regular routine for reading together at a time that suits you and your family. Children often take their cues from their 

parents and for this reason, it’s so important for us as the adults to show a positive attitude towards reading. Even if we as 

adults don’t like reading or have experienced negative messages about reading when we went to school, it is absolutely critical 

that we don’t communicate those messages to our precious children. Even if we have to fake our interest and love for reading 

because we know of the long term positive benefits for our children, then that is certainly better then demonstrating a        

negative attitude towards books and reading. 

Please find below some useful tips for settling preps into the routine of school. 

 Check start and finish times where to drop off and collect your child 

 Be on time to pick your child up from school 

 Talk about and show your child any after school arrangements 

 Arrange play dates with families from our school 

 Encourage independence skills like dressing, packing and carrying a bag, applying sunscreen, going to the toilet. 

 Label all belongings 

 Be positive, get your child excited, and talk about any worries they may have 

 Visit a library and read with your child 

 Start using the name of your child’s teacher repeatedly to help build familiarity 

 Establish predictable routines including dinner, bath and bed time 

Enjoy this special time, the beginning of a brand new year with your children and take in all the wonders of the world through 

their beautiful eyes. 

 

‘All kids need is 

a little help, a little hope, and 

someone who believes in them.’ – Magic Johnson 

 

Warmest Regards, 

Kathy Cvitkovic 

Assistant Principal 3-6 Learning Community 

IMPORTANT DATES  

NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS-

Wednesday  14th, 21st & 28th of 

February 
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A Word from Our School Vice Captains 
Hello, my name is Samantha for those who didn’t know, and I am your female Vie Captain 
for 2018. 
I love school. School has made me have a lot of interests like hockey, art, reading, writing 
and math and many more. I enjoy making new friends and encouraging them that they can 
do great things! 

MWPS is a great school with amazing teachers and activities. I hope 2018 will be a great one for    
everyone, and if you have the chance, come say ‘Hi’! 

 
 

Hi, my name is Jackson, I am your School Vice Captain for 2018. I hope you all had a good 
week. One of the best parts about this school is making new friends. Some of my favourite 
things are sports, seeing my friends and Science.  This school is the best school and the 
teachers are great too! 

Getting it right in Reading! 
 

The importance of regular home reading 
You were your child’s first teacher and taught them many im-

portant skills, including how to speak. As partners in learning, 

your child will experience the most success in reading when 

school and home work together. Children learn about the im-

portance of reading as they watch family members use read-

ing and writing for everyday purposes. Reading for pleasure, 

sharing a story with your child, using a recipe or reading street 

signs teaches them that reading is a useful skill in today’s 

world. 
 

Reading with your child at home will help your child in all are-

as of school. Skills in reading extend across all curriculum are-

as and is a vital skill. 

Research shows the importance of reading on a daily basis in 

developing children’s use and understanding of vocabulary. 
 

Students from Grades Prep to 6 will have been sent home with a take home reading folder and books this 

week. With this, a letter will have been sent home outlining the requirements for home reading for your 

child’s grade level. If you are unsure of the process and requirements for your child, please speak with 

their class teacher. 

It is really important to provide opportunity for your child to read to or be read to by you, another adult 

or sibling. Discuss and share books you enjoy reading now and books you enjoyed as a child. This will help 

to promote a genuine love for reading.  
 

Rad Readers is open every morning for students from 8:30am. This is another great opportunity for 

your child to read to/with an adult or older student. 
 

Sarah Marshall 
Leading Teacher- Literacy 
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The Big Ideas in Mathematics 

Welcome back to another wonderful year of learning at Melton West Primary School. 

The chart below outlines the big ideas in Mathematics. At Melton West Primary School we use the big ideas to help 

us focus our teaching and learning. 

 

 
Jennifer O’Connor 
Assistant Principal Prep – Year 2 Learning Community 
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