Assistant Principal Message

Coming To School Every Day To Learn Together
Hello Everyone,
A very BIG thank-you to all our lovely parents/carers who make a real effort every day to make sure their children
are at school EVERY DAY, on time ready to learn. We understand that from time to time children become unwell
and are unable to attend school however it is really important that children are encouraged and supported to come to
school every day so that they have the best possible chance to maximize their learning opportunities.
We know from research on School Attendance that coming to school every day is important for all young people to
succeed in education and to ensure that they maximize life opportunities because being at school provides young
people with education and support networks. School gives all children an opportunity to practice important social
and interpersonal skills and supports young people to develop important skills, knowledge and values which set them
up for further learning and participation in the wider community.

MWPS
Partners in learning

We have put an extremely high focus on Attendance with all our children and our teachers are tracking their
individual class attendance rates and making phone calls to parents/carers to check in and find out why a child
may be absent from class on a particular day and ways and offering support for the child and family if required.
The attendance rate is important because students are more likely to succeed in academics when they attend
school consistently. It’s difficult for the teacher and the class to build their skills and progress if a large
number of students are frequently absent. In addition to falling behind in academics, students who are not in
school on a regular basis are more likely to get into trouble with the law and cause problems in their
communities.
We are committed to learning and growing together and turning up to school is critical for us all to be able to
learn and grow together. Some of the ways in which we have consciously endeavoured to have every child at
school every day has included:






Making our school a place where parents and students feel welcome.
Forging strong relationships with our parents and carers through our open communication and various
school events.
Calling our parents/carers when their children are not in school to let them know the school is concerned.
Teachers taking the time to talk to students about why they were gone and letting them know they were
missed.
We will continue to monitor every child’s attendance rate at our school and implement our Attendance Policy
(Please see the attached Attendance Policy to this Newsletter). If you are having trouble in getting your child
to school please make an appointment at the office and ask to speak with one of the Assistant Principals Jenny
O’Connor (P-2) or Kathy Cvitkovic (3-6).
‘Carry out a random act of kindness,
with no expectation of reward,
safe in the knowledge that one day
someone might do the same for you.’ Princess Diana
Warmest Regards,
Kathy Cvitkovic – Assistant Principal

Message from our School Vice-Captains
Please note:




P-2 Showcase will now be on the
7th September not the 14th
September due to Grade 1/2
Swimming.
Book Week Parade for Grade Preps
only will be on Monday 28th
August @ 9:00am.

Dear Parents/ Guardians,
On August 17th & 18th selected Grade 3-6 students will be attending
Athletics, also selected Grade 4/5 students will be attending Girls Footy
Day on the 31st of August. The Grade 3-4 students will be attending the
Pollywood Side Excursion on the 29th & 30th of August.

School Vice-Captains
Alith Panthum & Jessica Hodge

Marvellous Maths

“Back-to-Front” Maths is a problem-based mathematics resource that teaches students how to work out new
mathematical principles for themselves rather than relying on memorising algorithms and formulae. Teaching
students how to think and reason like true mathematicians enables students to really understand mathematics, and
transforms mathematics into experimentation and investigation.
Back-to-Front Maths uses problem-based teaching, which is a way of saying “if you work it out yourself, then you will
understand it better”. The idea is to ask kids a series of questions that get them to work out how maths works for
themselves, instead of just telling them how to do it. This creates those “aha” moments that increase learning.
Three things to try and remember are:
1. Ask questions and have children think and consider options rather than telling them what to do all the time.
2. Try to get them to evaluate their idea and think it through to see if it makes logical sense rather than just telling
them that they are wrong.
3. Memorisation is still really important, but if your child is having trouble understanding a concept then
memorisation is not likely to help. They need to know WHY rather than just doing more of the same.
An example of a Back-to-Front problem (level 2):
At the mini sports day the students were having sack races. There were 12 sacks in total. How many students missed
out on a sack in each of the following groups?
Group 1 had 20 students. How many missed out?
Group 2 had 18 students. How many missed out?
Group 3 had 23 students. How many missed out?
Group 4 had 11 students. How many missed out?
Students need to show their working out and give an explanation of how they solved the problem as there are
various strategies they could use and gives the teacher information about misconceptions or gaps in knowledge.

