Assistant Principal Message

Speech Pathology Week 2017
Dear Parents and Carers,
Did you know that August 20 – 26th is Speech Pathology Week?
The theme for Speech Pathology Week 2017 is ‘Communication access: Everyone gets the
message!’ This theme reinforces the important role that speech pathologists play in the lives
of Australians with speech and swallowing difficulties.
Communication access is about creating a world where people with communication
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difficulties can communicate successfully with everyone – a world where everyone gets the
message.
At Melton West Primary School, we have two wonderful speech pathologists in Jessica Li and
Sophie Cirillo. Jessica works in the year two to six area and Sophie works with the year prep
and one students. Both Jessica and Sophie assess students, conduct therapy sessions and
work with staff to upskill them in this area. We are very lucky to have both these highly
expert speech pathologists working at Melton West Primary School.
Speech pathologists study, diagnose and treat communication disorders, including difficulties
with speech, language, reading and writing, stuttering and voice. People who experience
difficulties swallowing food and drinking safely can also be helped by a speech pathologist.
During this week and next week, Jessica and Sophie will be promoting Speech Pathology
Week across the school with a colouring competition, quizzes and phonetic awareness
activities.
Kind regards
Jennifer O’Connor
Assistant Principal Prep-2 Learning Community

Please note:






Message from our School Vice-Captains
Dear Parents/ Guardians,

Book Week Parade for Years 1-6
tomorrow, Friday 25th August @
9:00am
Book Week Parade for Grade Preps
only will be on Monday 28th
August @ 9:00am.
P-2 Showcase will now be on the
7th September not the 14th
September due to Grade 1/2
Swimming.

This week the Preps had swimming lessons at Melton Waves. Next week
5/6’s will be starting their swimming program at Melton Waves.
This week is Book Week and tomorrow is the Book Parade where
students dress up as a book character

School Vice-Captains
Alith Panthum & Jessica Hodge

Getting it right in English!
Helping your child at home with vocabulary building
Parents are the first language models for children. The language children use is modelled, or based
on, what they hear from their parents. It is important to create an environment that enriches what a
child hears. The words your child hears are the words they will use with encouragement.
As much as possible, encourage family discussions. Set a time each evening to
turn off the TV and have a chat. One of the best places is the dinner table as
it is one of the few times everyone is together. Set up some ground rules
such as ‘No eat and run’, and ‘Everyone will have something to talk about’
during and after dinner. This is an opportunity for ‘hear and tell’ time. Model
appropriate turn taking and asking clarifying questions during discussions.
Things to talk about include what is going on in the neighbourhood, current
news events, what happened at school, events that are coming up, family
plans, and family decisions.
If you have the technology available, make a recording of words. Say the word, define
the word and then use it in a sentence. Select words that your children will find
interesting. Encourage regular use of the recorded words.
‘Word of the Week’ could be a fun, family game-like activity you could play. Each person selects a word
taking turns each week. For example, the first week it might be mum who writes a word on a card and
puts it on the refrigerator door. Everyone must use that word as much as possible that week. The next
week its dad’s turn, then the children’s turn and so on. As the words are used, post them on a cabinet
door to stimulate continued usage.
When out on family outings, or during family activities such as
cooking, use the vocabulary related to those activities as much as
possible. Explain and/or show what they mean. For example, when
following a recipe use, explain and model words such as dice, shred.
There are some fantastic children’s magazines that you can subscribe to. A good example of this is
National Geographic Kids or National Geographic Young Explorer. There are children’s magazines that
cover practically every interest area of children: cars, sports, computers, the out-of-doors, animals.
The information from the articles makes an ideal subject for family discussions.

Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy

Marvellous Maths
Students in year 1-4 have been learning and practising
multiplication during Numeracy over the past few weeks. Above
and below are some different strategies and models used in
multiplication that will show you the learning that your child has
been doing in Mathematics.
The first introduction to multiplication for students is as solving
problems about equal groups. So, using 3 × 4 as an example, at first students interpret it as
3 groups of 4 and they represent it with concrete materials (3 groups of 4 objects) or with a
drawing as shown.

Initially students may find 3 × 4 by counting the dots one by one. When more confident with
skip counting, they will count by fours. The critical understanding is that 3 × 4 = 4 + 4 + 4 (ie
that multiplication can be solved by repeated addition).
The next representation for multiplication is as an array. Students need to be able to
represent 3 × 4 not as 3 separate groups, but as 3 rows of 4 objects as shown below.

Learning to see the 3 groups of 4 in the array (and also to see 4 groups of 3) is an important
step in students' understanding of multiplication. Recognising an array as an instance of
multiplication opens the way to new mathematical ideas, including, for example, the area of
a rectangle.
Calculating multiplication facts with arrays
As with other aspects of calculation, an important goal is to move students towards
strategies that are more efficient than counting by ones. The visual pattern of arrays
encourages students to use the more efficient strategy of skip counting. For example, an
array showing 4 × 8 could be drawn as an array of 4 rows of
8 dots:

Students might count the dots by columns as 4, 8, 12, 16, 20, 24, 28, 32 or the rows as 8, 16,
24, 32. Some students might count the first row by ones then skip count the rest.
Eventually students no longer need the partial model of counters or drawings and will skip
count or recall the multiplication facts to solve multiplication or division problems.

