2nd November 2017

Partners in Learning Newsletter
Moving forward With the Passion to Succeed
Transition at MWPS 2017-2018

Dear Parents/Carers,
It is that time of year again where our students start feeling a little nervous perhaps even excited at the prospect of moving into the
next year level, with a new teacher and new classmates. At our last assembly on Friday I highlighted to all our students that it is perfectly normal to experience a range of emotions as one stage of their lives comes to a close and a new one begins. I also highlighted
to all at our assembly that we have thorough processes in place to support the transition of all our students across all year levels.
Our processes and practices support students in settling in to their new learning environment in preparation for future learning and
development. We want our students to experience a smooth transition throughout their learning, so that the pace and quality of
learning are maintained to ensure that students continue to make the very best progress.
Our processes for transition into prep are already well underway with Mrs. O’Connor’s guidance. Meetings with Kindergartens have
begun and dates are set for Prep transition. The dates for the Prep transition are as follows:
Wednesday 22nd 2:15pm – 3:00pm
November 29th
2:15pm – 3:00pm
December 6th
2:15pm – 3:00pm
December 12th
9:15am – 10:45am – State-wide Transition for all and Step-Up Day at school
The year 6 transition is well underway and I have ensured that all students requiring additional transition dates/times have been identified and their names put forward to their respective secondary schools. In addition all year 6 teachers have completed extensive
assessments and these will be passed onto relevant secondary schools with our year 6 teachers meeting face to face with secondary
school personnel to discuss individual students in greater depth.
Our school uses the computer program Class Creator to assist us with placing students into new classes. The program allows for our
teachers to put in relevant information in regards to individual students’ academic results their gender and social/emotional wellbeing to ensure we form well balanced classes. All students will have an opportunity to list the names of 3 students they believe they
work well with and wish for them to be in the same class. The school will endeavour to ensure that at least 1 of the listed names by
the student is in their class for 2018.
Parents/carers please note if you have any questions or need any further clarification around our transition processes please feel free
to make an appointment to speak with one of the Principal Class team. Finally we trust that all parents/carers will support the transition process through regular conversations with their children about feelings associated with endings and new beginnings and that
the range of feelings are a normal part of life. I highlighted at last Friday’s assembly that all our teaching staff are caring professionals
who will work extremely hard to welcome all students into their new classes and ensure that teaching and learning programs are
engaging and at the students’ level of understanding.
‘Believe you can and you're half way there’ – Theodore Roosevelt.
Warmest Regards,
Kathy Cvitkovic
Assistant Principal 3-6

IMPORTANT DATES
3/4 STEM Evening– Wed 8th Nov @ 6pm7pm
Prep Community Engagement– Tues 21st
Nov @ 5:30pm-6:30pm

A Word from Our School Vice Captains
Jessica
Hodge

3/4 Werribee Zoo– Wed 15th Nov
3/4 Basketball– Fri 17th Nov
Prep Aquarium- Fri 17th Nov
Colour Fun Run/ Walkathon–

Dear Parents/ Guardians,
It has been a successful start to the term. The Grade 5’s & 6’s have
been learning about poems. The Grade 6 students going to Secondary School in 2018 have been doing Literacy testing. Next month
the 2018 Grade Prep students will start Transition at Melton West
PS.
Thank you

Alith
Panthum

School Vice Captain
Jessica Hodge & Alith Panthum

Fri 24th Nov

As the Melton West PS Community, we are collectively striving to provide a safe and supportive learning environment for all students to achieve their full potential. We will do this through an engaging and
inclusive curriculum, with high expectations of students as individual learners and thinkers, who become valued members of the wider community.

Getting it right in English!
What is phonological awareness and why is it important? Part 2
Last Partners in Learning we introduced parents and carers to what Phonological Awareness is and how it is an important component needed for beginning readers to acquire skills in reading. It is also a predictor of reading achievement.
Children with low phonological awareness skills are at risk of developing reading and spelling difficulties. However, with practice of
these key skills, reading and spelling outcomes can improve.
Previously we provided an explanation and some activities around some of the earlier phonological skills. In this newsletter we have
provided information about some of the skills at the next stage.

Final Sound Identification
Final sound identification is the ability to hear the last sound in a word e.g. What sound is at the end of
bat? t .It is also the ability to judge whether a word ends with the same sound.
Example activity:
Present your child with three picture cards (two ending with the same sound, one with a different
sound) and say each one, identifying the final sound in each. Pick the odd one out!
When reading at home, look at pictures in books. Name the objects in the pictures (e.g. cow) and identify the final sound.

Middle Sound Identification
Middle sound identification is the ability to isolate and identify a middle sound in a word.
e.g., what is the middle sound for dog? o. It is also the ability to judge whether words
have the same middle sound.
Example activity:
Play Snap with CVC picture cards (consonant, vowel, consonant words such as dog, hat etc),
snapping when two cards have the same middle sound. Practise saying the name of the
picture first, then the middle sound as each card is placed down.
Similarly games such as Memory and Go Fish could be played.
Ask your child’s teacher for a resource of CVC word cards.

Blending
Blending is the ability to join separate sounds together to make a word. i.e. What word do the sounds sh-i-p make? ship. Blending
is a particularly important skill to support word solving while reading- being able to identify known sounds in an unfamiliar word and
put them together.
Example activity:
Play a simple boardgame such as snakes and ladders. When your child lands on a number, snake or a ladder, present a word broken
up into separate sounds that they have to blend. If they get it correct, they stay where they are or move up the ladder. If they get it
incorrect, they go back to their last spot or down the snake.
Start with CVC words before moving to more challenging words.
Ideas and information for this article were drawn from Phonological Awareness, Anne Bayetto, Flinders University and our speech therapists Jessica
Lee and Sophie Cirillo.

Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy
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Marvellous Maths

Counting Counts is essential practice for all students’ years Prep to 6. Counting starts with counting object to 10 for very
young children, pointing to each object and saying the counting numbers. Children learn to say the counting numbers and
eventually say the numbers in sequence. Many children entering Prep can say several numbers in sequence within 10.
The encouraged sequence for learning number patterns is:
Counting by 1’s - 1-5; 1-10, 1-20; introduce zero as ‘no things’; counting backwards from 10 to zero;
counting backwards from 20 to zero; counting by 1’s to 50; counting by 1’s to 100; counting by ones to
120, discussing the continuation of the number pattern beyond 100 and beyond other hundreds.
Children will also be expected to count by 1’s from a starting point other than 1 and by 10’s from a starting
point other than zero, this will happen when children are confident counting by 1’s to 100 and 10’s to 100.
Skip Counting Foundation - 1’s to 20; beyond 20 to 50 then 10’s to 100. Continue counting beyond 50 as the 10’s pattern
consolidates. Count backwards by 1’s from 10; 20
5’s to 100
2’s to 10; 20; 50
Years 1 & 2 - 3’s and 4’s,setting up based on Final Digit pattern -‘what do you notice?’ Start with 2’s pattern. It is important to
represent patterns using their final-digit pattern the oral pattern does not ‘sound’ like a pattern, so many students do not
know why these are called patterns, for example, counting by 2s the pattern is 2,4,6,8,0
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They will also learn counting patterns for 4’s and 3’s
Years 3 & 4 - in year 3 students will be learning new skip counting patterns or ‘multiples’ and will also be starting to learn
these as multiplication tables. They will learn 8s, 6s, 9s and 7s. It is important to write the patterns using their final digit
patterns and ask students to continue the pattern beyond the initial row, although we mostly expect students to know the
pattern to 10 multiples.
Also look at the numbers at the end of each row and make connections to ‘doubles’ or other patterns noticed in the 10’s numbers.
The curriculum expects students to know their multiplication tables and related division facts to 10 x 10 by the end of Year 4.
Year 5 & 6 - Consistent practice with multiples is important to development of understandings in Fraction work, understanding multiples and relationships between the patterns which will support student understanding of ‘equivalent’ fractions, common denominators etc.
Students at this level can learn the 11’s and 12’s patterns; 15’s, 25’s and also use their
knowledge of single digit patterns to find multiples of the ‘extended facts’ e.g. use 2’s
pattern to find multiples of 20; 200; 2000 etc.
Count by multiples of a fraction. Represent these on number lines.
Count by multiples of tenths; hundredths; thousandths. Represent these on number lines.
Identify missing elements in patterns. Describe the rules of a pattern. Understand the relationships between numbers and
number patterns.

Thank you
Leonie Hooke
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