
 

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.  

            

 

 

Partners in Learning Newsletter 
Come and share your child’s Learning Journey 

 
At Melton West Primary School we conduct student-led (years 5 and 6) or three-way conferencing 
(years prep to 4) to report to and share information with our parents and carers. This year these 
take place on Thursday June 27th from 2pm until 6:30pm and are a great opportunity to be in con-
tact with your child’s teachers and you should not miss them.  
 
This reporting procedure, in which the student is very actively involved in the learning and reporting 
process, is a fundamental shift away from the one-way transference of information from teacher to 
parents, and is consistent with the characteristics of effective assessment.  Most schools involved in 
such conferences report a significant rise in parent satisfaction with and attendance at conference 
times. 
 
Student-led conferences and three-way conferences take the form of a conversation between the 
student, their parents/carers and their teacher. Both approaches give students an opportunity to 
share with their parents/carers their growth as a learner. They accept accountability and responsibil-
ity for their progress and achievement, and demonstrate a growing understanding of their develop-
ment as independent learners. 
 
In student-led conferences, the student takes the central role during discussions. The teacher is in-
volved but is not necessarily sitting with the student and parents all of the time. There will be group-
ings of parents and students discussing their work in a classroom, and the teacher acts as the facili-
tator and prompter where necessary.  
 
Three-way conferencing is similar to the above, but all three parties - student, parents/carers and 
the teacher - sit together and talk about the student’s learning, with the student taking an equal role. 
Both conferencing processes involve students sharing a range of evidence of their learning.  
 
Student-led conferences and three-way conferences are designed to achieve the following goals. 
Firstly, to help students demonstrate evidence of learning and to encourage students, parents, and 
teachers to engage in open and honest dialogue. Secondly, to encourage students to accept per-
sonal responsibility for their learning and finally, to increase parent understanding of their child’s 
learning through improving attendance at, and satisfaction with, the reporting process.  
 
We look forward to seeing you on Thursday 27th. 
 
Kind regards 
Jennifer O’Connor 
Assistant Principal P-2 Learning Community 

June 13th, 2019 

Hello MWPS Community, 

At the moment our teachers are busy writing our school reports. Once we receive our reports in 

Week 10, we will be holding our Student Led Conferences on Thursday 27th June. The Student Led 

Conference is where students talk to their parents about their learning goals and showcase the 

work they have done. 

Our ever popular Family Science Night is coming up on Thursday 20th June. Tickets are free, but 

spaces are limited to only 125 students only. According to our sources, previous Science Nights 

have been a lot of fun, so don’t miss out. 

Don’t forget to get your dancing shoes on this week. That’s right, the 

school disco is back this Friday! Tickets are available until Thursday. 

Akur and Daniel 



 

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.  

Melton West Primary School is a Child Safe School  
We hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and young people as a central and 
fundamental responsibility of our school and base all our decisions on what’s best for 
the students. Please talk to a staff member if you have any concerns about a child’s 
safety at any time. 
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Dinka Cuisine at Melton West PS 

Most of us are aware of the language of food and the origins of a ‘souvlaki’, ‘pad thai’, ‘lasagna’, ‘wonton’, ‘vindaloo’, ‘felafel’ 

and of course the ‘hot dog’.  But not many Australians have had the opportunity to familiarise themselves with…  

Adiong (cous cous, spinach and beef…    Yac (Cow’s stomach)…….  Casira (sagum bread) with ochre….   Dinka salad with 

chicken … Acida (cornflour/sagum flour and thuo) …. Akop (cornflour and spinach)… Casira (w/beans) 

But thanks to the wonderful generosity and good will of members of our own South Sudanese community, our staff room was 

graced with these traditional Dinka dishes providing a lunchtime feast on Tuesday 4 June.  David G Manyok,  his wife Rachiel 

A Geu, and her team Monique A Chol, Nyang Maker and Rachiel A Agok worked hard to prepare this wonderful array of food 

and welcomed critique.  It was clear from the outset that each dish was prepared with much TLC, and that traditional Dinka 

cuisine was quite labour intensive. 

Each staff member was provided with a list of the menu, and asked to rate the foods 1 (not for me) -5 (great), whilst they     

welcomed comments as to how they may be able to modify their cooking to respectfully integrate into the local ‘taste buds’.     

David kindly explained the ingredients of each meal for those more inquisitive, and was very pleased at the immediate response 

and acceptance of the food. 

I am pleased to report the ratings for each dish averaged above 4.5, and that comments reflected the gastronomical satisfaction 

seeking little or no addition or change to the food as presented. 

For those that opted for the Yac, their curiosity was rewarded greatly and any prior wariness was allayed.   

Thank you so much to our South Sudanese friends for making this possible, and David and his team invite any inquiries       

regarding their traditional cuisine, and information on how you can access this. 

Tolley Cacavas 

Community Engagement  


