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and be protected from abuse.
makes you feel unsafe or afraid,
including anyone in your family,

in the community.

Tell a teacher or any adult at your
school if you feel unsafe.

Everyone has the right to be safe

No one should behave in a way that

anyone at school or anywhere else
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It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learni


https://www.smilingmind.com.au/smiling-mind-app/
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I Getting it right in Reading!

What is phonics and why is it important?

Phonics is the understanding of the relationship between letters and sounds. It is an important component of
reading (and writing!) and supports children when attempting to solve words that are not immediately known.
In teacher speak, the process of solving or working out unknown words is referred to as ‘decoding’.

It is helpful if the names of the individual letters of the alphabet are learned early, preferably before children
begin school. The letter names are constant and help to provide a reference point for teachers (and parents)
when teaching the different sounds that thess individual letters, or combinations of letters make.
Combinations of letters to make a sound are referred to as ‘blends’. Some examples of these are [sh/, fck/,

jth/.

Children need practice identifying letters and blends randomly in their environment and in a variety of print
displays i.e. signs, posters, billboards, books, food labels. Singing an alphabet song or reading letters in order
off an alphabet chart does not guarantee letter knowledge.

As mentioned in previous newsletters, it is important for students to develop their oral language and
vocabulary skills. This will support the development of phonic knowledge and skills. Children need a reference
peint to decide whether the word they are attempting to name using phonic knowledge, is 2 real word and/or
fits in the context of what is being read.

it Is important to be aware that letter-sound knowledge alone will not guarantee that children are
independent and successful readers. It is possible to solve words yet not know their meaning or comprehend
an authar's message.

*Sourced from Letter-sound knowledge fohonics), Anne Boyetts, Fiinder's University

Activities to support the learning of phonics

1. Start with supporting your child to learn the individual letters and sounds
that make up their name.
2. Use magnetic letters for children to match letters and build words -

Sort letter cards What is the odd one out and why? bed

4. Have your child make their own alphabet book that includes names of

family, pets, hobbies and interests

Play games with letter cards such as Snap, Memory or letter-sound-picture bingo

6. Put a plastic pocket over your child’s home reader and have them use a
whiteboard marker to circle a nominated letter or letter blend. Make this
maore challenging by setting a time limit.

7. Use and practise with simple flip books (see picture)
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Apps and websites for phonics practice

www.starfall.oom

wiww teachyourmonstertoread *Als avallable as an iPad app
Lom Egey Alphabet
*also avalable as an iPad app IPad app

Sarah Mills- Leading Teacher Literacy
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Exploring Numeracy

YEAR 3 TO YEAR &
Exploring sports
Sports provide a good opportunity to engage your child in maths, particularly if they are a keen
sportsperson.
Here are some questions to ask your child when watching or playing their favourite sport:
#  How does your favourite sport tally the score? What maths is presented on the tally?
# How do other sports tally the score = for example, tennis, golf, cricket, nethball,
fooathall?
= What maths do you use to find the total of the scores?
= Who is at the top of the ladder? How is this determinad?
= Are there other ways to record the score?
= How long do your favourite sport games go for in minutes and seconds? How Is the time in the game
divided Into halves, quarters or something else?
= What are the shapes of differant playing fields and courts? Talk about edges and angles,
*  How can you estimate the perimeter and area of a playing field?
*  How many cars could be parked on the MCG field? How could we work this out?

Browsing catalogues
Discussing catalogues can be a great way to improve your child's maths knowledge of money and
percentages.
Here are some questions you could ask:
*  How would you spend 540 from a catalogue? How many preducts can you buy for $407
®  Select five products from the catalogue, then calculate what the cost would be If there was a
50% sale. Does it make a difference if you add up the items, and then deduct 50%, or if each
item is reduced by 50% then totaled?
= What is the best value sale itern in the catalogue? Can you explain your reasoning?
* Compare the cost of a product across different stores using different catalogues. What did
you find?

Travel timetables
Here are some questions to ask your child that improve their knowledge of time and their problem
solving skills:
*  Canyou identify your starting point on the timetable?
= What is the earliest and latest time to travel on this routa?
= How long does it take to travel the entire route?
*  How many stops are there on this route?
= What s the difference in the time travelled when not making all the stops?
= What is the cost? |5 it good value compared to other travel options?
= Which is the best route to travel? Why do you think this?
&= To get to training on time, when will you need to leave?

Connecting online
Here are some other useful websites you can access from home or the local library. Some are also
available to download as apps on various devices:

o hintps:fffuse.education.vic.gov.au (select Primary Students tab)

» https://education.abc.net.au

» https:/fwww.wolframalpha.com/ (start with the Elementary Maths link)

» http:/fwww. ictgames.com/resources himil
» https:/ fwww.scratchjr.org/
» https:/fwww.kodable.com/parents
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