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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

Friday 14th
Friday 14th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome
5/6 swimming payment due. No late payment will be accepted

Monday 17th-Fri 21st

5/6 Swimming week

Wednesday 19th

NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

Thursday 20th

Payment due: Year 3&4 swimming No late payment will be accepted.

Friday 21st

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Friday 21st

Summer Sports (Round 1) Selected students year 5/6

Mon 24th-Fri 28th

Year 3&4 swimming week

Tuesday 25th

District Swimming

Wednesday 26th

NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

Wednesday 26th

Payment due: 1/2 swimming No late payment will be accepted.

Friday 28th

Summer Sports (Round 2) Selected students year 5/6

Friday 28th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Mon 2nd-Fri 6th

1/2 swimming

Friday 6th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Friday 6th

Summer Sports (Round 3) Selected students year 5/6

Monday 9th

LABOUR DAY– NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 10th

Divisional Swimming—selected students

Thursday 12th

Payment due: Prep swimming No late payment will be accepted.

Friday 13th

Ride to School Day

Friday 13th March

Lightning Premiership– Selected students year 5/6

Friday 13th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Mon 16th– Fri 20th
Thursday 19th
Friday 20th

Prep swimming week
School Photos
Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Mon 23rd

Inquiry Showcase

Friday 27th

Assembly 9am All Welcome

Friday 27th

END OF TERM 1 SCHOOL FINISHES @2:10pm

Tuesday 14th

TERM 2 BEGINS

Key Messages from the Principal in this Newsletter:

School values

Communication

Child Safety Standards

Mobile Phone Policy 2020

Meet the Teacher Interviews

Whole School Focus on Reading

Attendance

Swimming Program

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Dear Parents and Guardians,
It was very exciting to see the Melton West PS Playgroup start-up again this year. It’s a great opportunity
for parents, with their pre-school children, to come to socialise with other parents and young children. It
also helps the young children feel comfortable in the school environment. The sessions operate on a
Tuesday and Wednesday from 9.00 – 11.00. if you would like to come just ask the office for details and
remember that families who do not attend Melton West PS are also welcome.
School Values: I thought it was important to remind our community of our School Values and how
they are reflected in the behavioural expectations of all. The following table outlines our values of
Communication, Respect, Teamwork and Trust and includes a definition of what each value means
and how we all, staff, parents and students, should demonstrate it:
MWPS Values
Communication

Respect

Trust

Teamwork

What does it mean?
At MWPS we communicate openly and honestly
in different ways ensuring our message is understood.
At MWPS we care for
each other and our
school by accepting and
valuing each other’s
differences.
At MWPS we believe in,
and rely on, each other
for support and honesty.
At MWPS we work together and help each
other achieve our goals.

We demonstrate this through:
Listening, being interested and having an open
mind.
Our positive body language and giving eye contact to others.
Listening to others when they are speaking
Taking care of our property as well as others’
Our positive body language
Including people in all that we do.
Doing what we say we will do
Helping each other
Doing our best
Sharing our thoughts we each other.
Valuing each other’s opinions
Actively listening to each other’s ideas
Being adaptable and creative when solving
problems.

Communication is key to developing successful relationships and we are very keen to ensure we keep
the lines of communication open at all times. If you have a question or concern that you’d like to talk to
your child’s teacher about, it is best to make an appointment with them. Staff meeting nights are
Tuesday and Wednesday so all staff have a commitment on these nights. Please also be aware that from
8.50 am in the morning staff need to be attentive to the children as they enter the room, so that is not a
good time. Making an appointment ensures everyone is tuned into the issue at hand and can give it their
full attention.

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Child Safety Standards: At Melton West Primary School, we are committed to acting in the best interests of our students and keeping them safe from harm. The School regards its child protection responsibilities as being of the utmost importance. This means that in practice we are focussed on providing the
necessary resources to ensure compliance with all relevant child protection legislation and regulations;
and to maintaining a child safe culture.
The following principles underpin our commitment to child safety at Melton West Primary School:

All students deserve, as a fundamental right, safety and protection from all forms of abuse and neglect.

Our school works in partnership with families and the community to ensure that they are engaged
in decision-making processes, particularly those that have an impact on child safety and protection.

All students have the right to a thorough and systematic education in all aspects of personal safety, in partnership with their parents/guardians/caregivers.

All adults in our school, including teaching and non-teaching staff, volunteers and contractors as
well as the broader school community have a responsibility to care for children and young people,
to positively promote their wellbeing and to protect them from any kind of harm or abuse.

The policies, guidelines and codes of conduct for the care, wellbeing and protection of students
are based on honest, respectful and trusting relationships between adults and children and young
people.

Policies and practices demonstrate compliance with legislative requirements and cooperation with
governments, the police and human services agencies.

All persons involved in situations where harm is suspected or disclosed must be treated with sensitivity, dignity and respect.

Staff, volunteers, contractors, parents/guardians and students should feel free to raise concerns
about child safety, knowing these will be taken seriously by school leadership.

Appropriate confidentiality will be maintained, with information being provided to those who have
a right or a need to be informed, either legally or pastorally.
Melton West Primary School is committed to the continuous improvement of our Child Safe Program.
The Program is regularly reviewed for overall effectiveness and to ensure compliance with all child protection related laws, regulations and standards. Our Child Safe Policy is available from the office and on
our website. Please make an appointment to speak to a member of the Principal Class Team if you have
any concerns about a child’s safety.
Mobile Phone Policy 2020: As you may be away, the Minister of Education announced last year that
from 2020 mobile phones are banned from being used in schools. I have included the current policy with
this newsletter, which is also available on the School Website. The guidelines say that the phones should
be securely stored if brought to school, and the office area can ensure they are safe. If you have any concerns or believe your child needs to be granted an exemption please make an appointment at the office
to discuss this with me.
Meet the Teacher Interviews: On Wednesday 19th February we invite all parents and carers to a
“Getting to Know My Child” Parent-Teacher Interview. This is an opportunity for you to talk to the teachers about your child so that they can best meet the needs of your child. Please take the opportunity to
attend, even if it’s just to introduce yourself.

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Whole School Focus on Reading: Each year I like to share with the
School Community the importance of reading at home with your child.
An interesting fact about the amount of time children read outside of
school makes a huge difference to their reading over time. I have included a visual representation that outlines the more children read at home,
the more exposure they get to new words, which helps them with their
overall learning by developing an extensive vocabulary.
Attendance: As we are aware, children need to be at school all day every day for them to reach their full potential. We are continuing our major
focus on attendance this year with a specific focus on late arrivals and
early leavers. There are often important messages disseminated in the
classroom at the start and end of the day and it can be very unsettling for
students to miss these. It can also be very hard for children to enter a classroom when all children are
settled and working, worried that they will become the centre of attention as children watch them enter. Please ensure children are here before 8.50 and make appointments for children to attend after
3.05 wherever possible. An automated message gets sent to all parents whose children have not
attended school and we have not been notified by 10.30 am. Please ensure your contact details are kept
up to date by contacting the office. If your child arrives AFTER 9.00 am, they will need to collect a late
pass from the office. Staff will make contact with you if your child is absent and we have not been informed. Please be patient with us if you get multiple phone calls. We care about your children and want
them at school.
Swimming Program: This term, all students have the opportunity to participate in our annual swimming program. Notes went home this week and payments are being collected at the moment. Please
take this opportunity to send your child to swimming lessons at the local Melton Waves Swimming Pool.
We received constructive feedback about the program last year and have worked very closely with the
pool to improve their service and the experience for the children. If you attend any of the lessons and
have any feedback, positive or negative, I would be most interested in hearing it, so we can ensure we
give our children the most fantastic swimming program they deserve.
MWPS - High Levels of Learning for All
Michelle Costa
Principal

Hello and welcome to the 2020 school year,
It has been a busy, but enjoyable, start to the year. The preps seem to be settling in, as do the other new
students to our school.
Each class has been ‘Learning to Learn’. This is a set of lessons whereby we set the scene for a great
year. We focus on what our school values look like, sound like and feel like. We develop classroom
agreements and unpack the expectations for behaviours and learning in our classrooms and school.
This week our 2020 JSC, eSmart and house captains were selected and they will be presented to the
school community at assembly on Friday.
We look forward to being your school captains in 2020.
Have a great week!
Nyawath and Luatangi

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

What's on at Extend.
17th February - 21st February
Monday 17th February: All about me activity + Markers Up
Tuesday 18th February: Enrichment Program – Water Bag Science,
Why does no water leak if it's pierced with pencils? + Playground games
Wednesday 19th February: Minecraft creations + Knock Out
Thursday 20th February: Yarn bracelet knitting + What's the time Mr Wolf
Friday 21st February: Monkey Craft + Bean Bag Toss

24th February - 28th February
Monday 24th February: STEM - Building with marshmallow and tooth picks + Farmer Sam
Tuesday 25th February: Flying bat craft + Dodgeball
Wednesday 26th February: Enrichment Program – Coke and Mentos Experiment + Simpsons
Thursday 27th February: Popsicle stick superhero craft + Iceberg
Friday 28th February: Kinetic sand sensory tub creations + Fruit Salad

Enrol and book now: Extend.com.au
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