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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

Wednesday 5th

NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

Friday 7th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Friday 7th
Wednesday 12th
Friday 14th

School Swimming Trials (years 3-6)
NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS
Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Monday 17th-Fri 21st

1/2 Swimming week

Wednesday 19th

NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

Friday 21st

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Friday 21st

Summer Sports (Round 1) Selected students year 5/6

Mon 24th-Fri 28th

Year 3&4 swimming week

Tuesday 25th

District Swimming

Wednesday 26th

NO SCHOOL FOR PREPS

Friday 28th

Summer Sports (Round 2) Selected students year 5/6

Friday 28th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Mon 2nd-Fri 6th

Prep swimming week

Friday 6th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Friday 6th

Summer Sports (Round 3) Selected students year 5/6

Monday 9th

LABOUR DAY– NO SCHOOL

Tuesday 10th

Divisional Swimming—selected students

Friday 13th

Ride to School Day

Friday 13th March

Lightning Premiership– Selected students year 5/6

Friday 13th

Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Mon 16th– Fri 20th

Year 5 & 6 swimming week

Thursday 19th
Friday 20th

School Photos
Assembly 2:10pm All Welcome

Mon 23rd

Inquiry Showcase

Friday 27th

Assembly 9am All Welcome

Friday 27th

END OF TERM 1 SCHOOL FINISHES @2:10pm

Tuesday 14th

TERM 2 BEGINS

Key Messages from the Principal in this Newsletter:

New Staff

New Arrival

Defence Leave

Annual Privacy Reminder

New Office Admin Area

Sunsmart policy

Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund (CSEF)

Mett the Teacher Interviews

Extend OSHC

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Dear Parents and Guardians,
I would like to start this first newsletter for the year with a welcome to all our students and their families, with a special mention to our 2020 Preps, who’s very first day of their formal school journey began today. A momentous occasion and one
worth celebrating. I would also like to give a special mention to all the new families who have moved to our school this year
and welcome them warmly. I hope you find Melton West PS a welcoming community who live by our values of Trust, Teamwork, Communication and Respect in everything we do. The year has started smoothly thanks to the efforts of our amazing
staff, who came in during the holidays to set up their classrooms and prepare for the students arrival.
New Staff: I would also like to offer a welcome the following staff members who have joined the Melton West Primary
School community this year: Ms Zeinab Mehrez (Year 1/2), Ms Liberty Lockwood (Year4), Ms Jess Fichera (Year 5), Ms Maddi
Nicholls (Year 6) and Mr Joshua Schwabe (Chinese Teacher). We also welcome back Ms Burns (Year 3/4 Science), Ms Barnes
(Year 5/6 Science) and Ms Sophie Cirillo (Speech Pathologist).
New Arrival: Over the holidays Mr Gatt and his wife welcomed their second child into their young family.
He became the father of a son named Walter Joseph Gatt who was born on the 3 rd January 2020, weighing 3.8
kg. Mum and baby are doing well and dad is very happy. Walter is also the baby brother to big sister Evalyne.
Defence Leave: Mr Laurence Gatt has been a member of the Army Reserve for many years and due to the
fires affecting so many lives and property across Australia over the holidays, he was one of the Reservists
called upon to support the efforts to fight fires and clean up the areas affected. As such he will not be returning to school until Monday 3rd February. I have passed on the Community’s thanks to Laurence because it is people like him,
who give up their own family time and put themselves at some risk who help those affected. His work is a true example of
the Aussie Spirit. Thank-you Laurence.
Coronavirus: As you would be aware, there has been an outbreak of the Coronavirus over the holidays. The school receives
regular updates from the Department of Education and I will continue to keep you updates as information changes through
the school’s website, Facebook page and through the Skoolbag app. The same information will also be sent home as a
handout to the children on the day I receive it, so please keep checking your child’s bag for notices to keep yourself informed.
Your child should receive a note, with blue writing that contains the most up-to-date information I have on hand.
Annual Privacy Reminder: Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and parent personal information for
standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy Policy (copies available at the office).
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s collection statement, found on our website. For more information about
privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy Policy – information for parents available at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Pages/SchoolsPrivacy-Policy-information-for-parents.aspx. This information is also available in nine community languages.
New Office Admin Area: The new office admin block opened this week. Access to the school is through Rathdowne Circuit
now and our official address is 2 Rathdowne Circuit Melton West. The new building has an added security feature which
means that entry to the school grounds during school hours will be through a buzzed-in system via the office. Access to the
school in the afternoon prior to the external gates opening will not be possible as it is far too impractical for the office staff to
buzz parents through early to wait for their children in the courtyard area. The external gates will be opened from 2.45 pm
which will still give parents ample time to enter the grounds to wait for their children. If you need to collect your child early
for a scheduled appointment, they will be asked to come to the office where you will be waiting for them.
Sunsmart Policy: As part of the School’s Sunsmart Policy, children are required to wear a hat whilst outside during term 1
and 4, otherwise they will be directed to the shaded pergola area. Sunscreen is also available in every classroom and children
are encouraged to apply throughout the day. It is a good idea to send your child with sunscreen at the start of the day as well.
Camps, Sports and Excursion Funds (CSEF): Students of families, who have an eligible Health Care Card, can apply for a
grant from the Government of $125. Please bring your current Health Care Card to the office and complete the form.
Meet the Teacher Interviews: On Wednesday 19th February we invite all parents and carers to a “Meet the Teacher” Interview. This is an opportunity for you to talk to the teachers about your child so that they can best meet the needs of your
child. Please take the opportunity to attend, even if it’s just to introduce yourself.

It is the mission of Melton West PS to work collaboratively to ensure high levels of learning for all.

Extend OSHC: We have an After School Care Program that families are encouraged to use if they need care afterschool.
Yard duty finishes at 3.15 each day, so children should be cleared from the playground by then, unless they are with an adult.
ICT Acceptable Use Agreement: This week each child will bring home the Acceptable Use Agreement for ICT. Students
need to bring back a signed permission form before they will be able to access computers and iPads in the school. The document outlines the expectations of behaviour when using the internet. Please go thought this with your child as you sign it.
Please return as soon as possible so that we can start using ICT in classrooms, as they are intended.

High Levels of Learning for All
Michelle Costa
Principal
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