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         Partners in Learning Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Welcome to Week 6! As your child moves through primary school, they will speak with greater flu-
ency and with a greater knowledge of the world. Below are some ideas you can easily implement to 
help your child with speaking and listening skills. Good control of vocabulary and the ability to listen 
are essential skills for all experienced learners. 

HELPING YOUR CHILD TO SPEAK AND LISTEN 
Talking with your child 
Regularly talking and interacting with your child extends their language and listening skills, and 
helps grow their confidence with language. Include your child when discussing everyday activities 
such as grocery shopping, gardening, cooking dinner, collecting mail from the mailbox, doing  
housework, and travelling in the car or bus. 
Outings can also provide a world of new vocabulary. Discussion during outings can enrich your 
child’s understanding of the world. Outings might include going to the park, the zoo, a shopping 
centre, museums, libraries and art galleries.  Other fun activities can include:  
 Share rhymes, poems and songs. Encourage your child to join in. 
 Share and talk about family histories and family photos.  
 Look at picture books or art books. Ask your child to describe what is happening in the         

pictures and make up stories together.  
 Collect cardboard and other household items for your child to build with. Ask your child to 

describe what they are building.  
 Look at ‘junk mail’ and talk about the things for sale.  
 Listen to simple radio programs or podcasts together and discuss the content.  
 Play vocabulary games with your child such as, “what’s the opposite of ….?” (for example, 

“what’s the opposite of big?”) and “what’s another word for….?” (for example, “what’s       
another word for angry?”) 

 
Oral storytelling is a great way to extend your child’s speaking and listening skills, and to expand 
their memory and imagination. Either you can tell the story, or you can encourage your child to tell 
the story. Storytelling might be about:  
 your child’s favourite toy  
  another family member  
 a pet  
 a favourite fictional character from a book or television program  
 a famous person  
 the work of people from different professions, such as astronauts, firefighters, nurses and 

teachers  
 an imaginary world with imaginary characters  
 an imaginary animal that can speak. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
Kathy Cvitkovic 
Assistant Principal  
 
“The word listen contains the same letters as the 
word silent.” Alfred Brendel 
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IMPORTANT DATES  

 Labour Day—Monday 

9th March.  

                No School 
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What is Numeracy? 

“Numeracy is the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions that students need in order to use math-
ematics in a wide range of situations.” 
There is now strong evidence that other areas of development – such as resilience and perseverance – 
support achievement in numeracy. 
Numeracy is the ability to understand and use numbers, shapes and other mathematical ideas in every-
day life. Numeracy is more than numbers. It involves using mathematics in all aspects of life. 
 
Practical everyday activities at home involve numeracy, such as; 
 telling the time 
 cooking and 
 setting the table. 
 Numeracy also involves: 
 the ability to recognise and use shapes, 
 working out the chance of something happening, and 
 interpreting the data we view in the media. 
 
As parents you play a significant role in your child’s learning by setting expectations, nurturing curiosity, 
and encouraging a love of learning. You can help build your child’s numeracy through doing the following: 
 be positive about their numeracy experiences and praise effort and perseverance 
 let your child know that everyone can be successful 
 seize everyday opportunities to capitalise on numeracy development 
 involve your child in numeracy-related activities 
 describe what you are doing in situations that involve numeracy 
 explain why you make certain numeracy choices 
 explore numeracy with your child 
 learn alongside your child and encourage a sharing of numeracy ideas and thoughts. 
 
Helping children to become numerate does not need a high level of mathematics. It means: 
 encouraging children to try, then keep trying 
 encouraging children to think (reason) 
 supporting children while they do homework (which means encouraging them and taking an inter-

est, but not doing the thinking for them) 
 modelling numeracy with children (including interpreting data, charts and diagrams) 
 talking aloud when solving problems (every day or mathematical) 
 getting children to check their answers (Does this answer make sense?) 
 encouraging children to help with 
 cooking (especially measuring out ingredients) 
 paying bills 
 scheduling events in the day 
 reading maps and giving directions 
 shopping 
 measuring –– and thanking them for their support 
 do not say “Maths is hard” or “I was never good at maths”. Numeracy capability is not inherited 

but attitudes are contagious. 
 
Jennifer O’Connor 
Assistant Principal 
Prep-2 Learning Community 
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Hello parents, guardians and students, 

 

As one year ended, another began. Our students have transitioned beautifully into their new classes and 

year levels, and with that we have had the joy of welcoming our new students and grade preps.   

                                

This week we have interviewed some of our grade preps and we asked them how they feel so far about 

coming into grade prep and how they feel about our school, Melton West Primary. 

 

Ricci (Prep J) - I like my teacher and my classmates because they are kind, friendly and helpful. My favour-

ite subject is P.E because the teacher makes sport fun and it makes me want to be more sporty. 

 

Jase (Prep J) - I like my teacher because she is nice, helpful and supportive. My favourite class is Maths, 

and I like this school because it’s big and open for me and my friends to play and run about. 

 

Ezekiel (Prep B) - I like my teacher and class because they are kind, nice, supportive and friendly. I like all 

of the subjects, but I like ART a little bit more than the others. 

 

Magot (Prep B) - I like my teacher because she makes learning enjoyable, and I like the school and it’s 

subjects. 

 

Cleopatra (Prep R) - My classmates and teacher are very nice and playful. My favourite subject is ART be-

cause I like to draw and colour. 

 

Thomas (Prep S) - I like my classmates because they are fun. I like Mr Smith because he sets rules that 

help me be a good student. 

 

Please remember to use all school values and treat our preps with respect, and from what we have heard 

the preps are really enjoying their classes and the school. 

 

Anna-Louise and Chanel - Vice Captains 
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