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Learning from home
Dear Parents and Carers,
First, let me say I hope you and your family are safe and healthy as you read this. Thank you so much for your patience and
understanding as we have been adjusting, like you, to the drastic changes in life during the last few weeks. I am extremely
appreciative of our students, parents, teachers and support staff for their positivity, flexibility and resilience during these trying
times. A huge debt of gratitude also goes to all of our doctors, nurses, hospital employees, first responders, and our state
leaders for all they are doing to keep us safe and healthy.
We are now into week 2 of MWPS Learning at Home. Our goal is to provide continuous educational opportunities and practice
for students while schools are closed but also to eliminate as much stress as feasibly possible for students, parents, and
teachers. We are working to get it right – the workload, the expectations for learning, and a balance of work time, down time,
play time, and family time. While it is our responsibility to continue to educate our children, we also want to compassionately
take into consideration the variety of difficulties that our families and employees are enduring during this time.
You can help your child to learn from home by working with us and supporting your child as they undertake the tasks provided.
When you start to think about helping your child to learn from home, remember that no one expects you to be an expert or a
teacher. The most important thing you can do is to continue to provide comfort, support and encouragement to your child.
You can support your child by:
 having a routine and setting expectations
 making sure your child has a space to work in
 providing a level of supervision suitable to your child’s stage of development and individual needs
 monitoring communications from teachers
 checking in with your child often to help them manage and pace their work
 monitoring how much time your child is spending online.
Every home is different but it’s important to provide a quiet and comfortable space in which to learn. Where possible,
extended learning should take place in a space your family shares. For example, a lounge room or dining room. These spaces
are preferable over a bedroom, where your child can feel isolated and supervision can be more challenging.
You know your child best. As parents and carers you are already very skilled in understanding, supporting and caring for your
child. Your child has a range of strengths and abilities that they bring to their learning. Always consider your child's needs, and
the needs of your family when deciding on:
 when to undertake certain learning activities
 how long your child may be expected to spend on a task
 appropriate amounts of time to spend on specific tasks
 use of charts to record progress against the day's learning activities.
Routine and familiarity helps children and young people feel safe and secure. Some children find changes in routine very
upsetting. If your child feels this way they will need your help to establish new routines to support their day.
Remember play and everyday activities also provide excellent opportunities to support your child’s learning and development.
Play encourages children to explore, discover, negotiate, take risks, and problem-solve which supports the development of
cognitive, social, emotional and physical skills.
Finally, take care of yourself and your family and remember, wash your hands, wash your hands, wash your hands. It protects
you and everyone around you. It only takes 20 seconds.
Kind regards
Jennifer O’Connor
Assistant Principal Prep-2 Learning Community
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