PARTNERS in LEARNING

23rd,
JuneApril
18th,
20202020

Dear Parents and Carers,
We have just received wonderful news from The Victorian Chief Health Officer that accommodation
providers, including privately operated school camps and outdoor education schools and camps operated
by individual schools and the Department of Education and Training, can accept school group bookings
from 11.59pm on 21 June. This means that the scheduled year 3 and 4 camp to Kangaroobie from August
12th-August14th can now go ahead. It will be a shorter time line to organise everything than usual but with
your help it can be done.
Of course, health and safety precautions will be put in place including putting in place all the advice
related to:
 sleeping arrangements
 hygiene practices and cleaning of facilities
 physical distancing among adults
 camp operators undertaking risk assessments and planning

the involvement of parent volunteers.
Kangaroobie is an award winning, accredited camp on the Great Ocean Road that offers unique activities
and great accommodation in beautiful surroundings. Melton West Primary School has used this camp for
many years and always found the camp to be of the highest quality.
School camp is a great opportunity to develop a range of social skills. Most activities at camp involve
team work, which is great to strengthen established friendships and also to develop new friendships by
connecting with children they don't regularly talk with at school.
Improved social skills is one of the bonuses of attending a well run school camp Children need to interact
with each other in different settings and different environments to help improve their social skills.
Spending time together at school is one thing but eating meals together, travelling together and sharing
accommodation together teaches children the worth of working together and treating others with
respect. One of the most important life lessons is the ability to interact with others well.
A family normally has a set way to do things – dinner time, social interaction, bed times etc. Breaking out
of that family environment for a short period of time teaches our children about the diversity of others
and gives them insights into how to do some things differently. It is always good to have new, positive
experiences. School Camps offer this in spades! It important for everyone to do new things and learn new
skills – it’s all about growing up. New environment, new foods, new friends, new teachers, new activities
etc.
It is important for your child to occasionally break the bonds of a family group to build their independence
and ability to operate on their own or with different people. A school camp, whilst not exactly offering
independence, places your child in a position where they have to have a greater degree of how their days
unfolds. For example what shall I wear, how much can I eat, when should I brush my teeth are decisions
some children have never made on their own. A school camp will look after your child but also allow them
a slightly greater independence that they may be used to. This is a great learning experience and this is
why Melton West continues to offer the camp experience to all students from years 3 to 6.
Kind regards,
Jennifer O’Connor
Assistant Principal Prep-2 Learning Community
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