
25/5/2020 

Reading 
During remote learning this term students have actively engaged in the Making Connections unit of work. Throughout this unit of 
work, students have accessed a multitude of mentor texts:  

 The Big Little Book of Happy Sadness by Colin Thompson 

 The Very Best of Friends by Margaret Wilde 

 Anne Frank by Josephine Poole and Angela Barrett 

 Tanglewood by Margaret Wild 

 Stolen Girl by Trina Saffioti and Norma MacDonald 

 The Deliverance of the Dancing Bears by Elizabeth Stanley 

 The Great Bear by Libby Gleeson and Armin Greder 

 The Stranger by Chris Van Allsburg 

 The Wretched Stone by Chris Van Allsburg 
Students have made text-to-self connections, text-to-world connections and text-to-text connections whilst reading the above mentor 
texts. They have also formulated an understanding of how making connections support readers in developing a deeper understanding 
of the text.  
   
For the remainder of Term 2, students will be learning about Text Structures and Features in Reading. They will be exploring different 
genres of texts that they read, the purpose of why authors write texts and their intended audiences as well investigating various text 
structures.  

Mathematics 
In maths, over the last six weeks of remote learning, we have been learning about multiplication, division, and decimals. We explored 
different strategies for multiplication, including the array, area, and long multiplication. We then connected multiplication and division 
through an inverse relationship. We also looked at how arrays can help us solve division problems. We looked at division with no re-
mainders, and division with remainders, and looked at different ways of recording these remainders, according to the division story, 
such as leaving the remainder as a whole number, and recording the remainders as a decimal. This expanded students' critical think-
ing, by looking at the specific problem, and understanding how to practically display their answer, for example, if it is appropriate and 
reasonable to share an item or leave it as a whole remainder.  

In maths, over the next four weeks of Term 2, we will be learning about fractions, decimals, and percentages. We will explore how 
different common fractions can be converted between decimals, fractions, and percentages. We will look into different situations and 

problems, and choose how best to record our solutions: by decimal, fraction, or percentage. 

Inquiry—Connections Shape Perceptions  
During this unit of Inquiry, students have begun researching a country of their choosing. We first began the unit by researching coun-
tries and comparing these to Australia. Looking at traditional food, clothing and traditions. Students have engaged in the unit via re-
mote learning and are engaged by the concepts explored in the inquiry unit. Students will now continue to research their country and 
complete a presentation about their country over the remainder of this term.  

For the remainder of this term students will be continuing to create a research project about a country of their choice.  

Students will make comparisons to this country and Australia. They will research topics such as Education, Currency and Traditions. 
The key questions students will be answering are: 

How do people’s connections to places affect their perception of them?  

How do places, people and cultures differ across the world? 

Writing 
Firstly, we would like to say from all of us, well done writers! It has been so wonderful to see so many students engage with poetry 
whilst learning remotely and it has been a pleasure reading students’ anthologies. 
 
During our time learning remotely students have also been working on a Poetry Unit. In this Unit students have worked hard on          
developing their understanding of a wide range of poetry forms, different structural constraints, different poetic devices and learnt how 
to choose vocabulary to enhance their poetry for their readers. As a result of our joint learning students have created Poetry Antholo-
gies. These anthologies brought together their understanding and enabled students to showcase their understanding in their own 
creative ways.   
 
Over the next two weeks students will start putting together their Poetry Anthologies. Their anthologies will be a collection of poems 
that demonstrate their learning in this Unit.  From Week 9 students will move into a Unit on Explanation Reports where they will devel-
op an understanding of the structure, devices and language used to create an explanation report (which is a report that descr ibes a 
process such as how a car is made). Once this unit is completed they will begin a unit on Explanation text.  




