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Getting it right in Reading!

Tools readers use to solve words

The ultimate goal of reading is to make meaning, to understand and to comprehend. To help them do
this, readers of all ages use information sources known as cueing systems to help them solve words.

There are three informatior systems/cueing systems available for readers to access while reading:
1. Meaning (Semantic)
2. Structure (Syntactic)
3. Visual (Graphophonic)

Readers sometimes rely more heavily on one type of cueing system when solving words, for example,

visual cues. However, successful reading involves using the three cueing systems together which is

known as ‘cross-checking’.

Below are some examples of these cueing systems in action. Some prompts you can use to support
your child to use these cueing system while reading are provided below.

Meaning

—
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This is the man

wiw pil ked up the sack.

This is the man who picked up
the bag.

Does it make sense?

Try that again.

. Does that
make sense?

You said

Look at the picture
Did that make sense?

Try would that make
sense?

What would make sense?

Structure

Little Wombat can hear his
Grandpa playing.

Does it sound right?

Does it sound right?

Is that how we say it?
Can you say it that way?
What would sound right?

Try . Would that
sound right?

Visual

Neps was alomd o

Hippo was friend of the water.

Does it look right?

Get your mouth ready to make
the first sound.

What does it start with?
Slide through the whole word.

Can you see a part that you know
inside the word, eg.cat

NB Must be a part that will help
decode the whole word, e.g.cat
butnot want

Stretch out the sounds

Sarali Marshall- Leading Teacher Literacy
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POSITIVE PARENTING

parenting¥ideas
Insights

Fostering healthy sibling
relationships

by Michael Grose

If your kids constantly fight with each other, then don’t despair. All that emotional energy isn’t going to waste.

According to a recent study, sibling fights teach kids important conflict resolution skills. In fact, parents who stop
their children from arguing may well be depriving them of important learning opportunities.

Researcher Laurie Kramer from the University of lllinois in the US found that kids who learned how to argue with
their siblings had more advanced emotional development.

Anecdotally, it seems that sibling fighting is one of the biggest impediments to parents enjoying family life. Many
parents tell me that if their children stopped bickering their lives would improve dramatically.

Many parents also worry that their children who fight with each other will not get along as adults. The evidence
doesn’t support this view. The test for strong families is more about the willingness for kids to pull together when
the chips are down than it is about than the frequency of squabbling.

Healthy families know how to fight well. When parents take an active approach to helping their children resolve
their fights, they are teaching them a valuable life skill as well as reducing the incidence of fighting over the long
term. Here are five practical strategies to use:

MODEL good conflict resolution skills

Kids wear ‘L’ plates when it comes to solving disputes. Some kids will yell, get abusive or even get physical when
they are settling disputes. Show them better ways of sorting out problems by talking things through with your
partner, compromising and apologising when you’ve said something upsetting to your partner or your children.

Help kids MANAGE their emotions

“Yep, it would make me mad too if someone said that to me.” Usually
someone’s feelings get hurt when siblings argue, so make sure you recognise
their emotions without taking sides. This focus on feelings helps kids develop
emotional literacy and promotes empathy in siblings as well.
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