Assistant Principal Message
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Teethon Wheels will be at MIton West Primary School during late August or early September. Fg
will be coming home soon for you to sign up for the program. Teeth on Wheels cannot treat you
children if the forms ar@ot filled out and signed. Teeth on Wheels states that your child will recei
quality care from their highly trained professional dental team all of whom are police checked an

working with children certified.

Good oral hygne starts as early as infancy asdmportant for health and wellbeingRegular
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will ensure thatyour child'steeth are kept healthyoy removing plaque buildp and fooddebris that
may be stuck irteeth. Thiswill help preventbacteria from continuing to grow, which may eventually

lead to other dental diseases.f.tooth decay or inflammation of the gum tissue).

Depending on your circumstances, the dental treatment may be at notegstu as it is subsidised b

Medicare or it may be at a very low cost. Please take advantage of this service.

Kind regards
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Message:
DearParents,Guardiansand Students,

We are startinga guesshow many/olliesarein the
jar. Weare collectingdonations,it will goto the Save
the ChildrenFoundation.Thefoundationwill help buy
childrenaroundthe world suppliessuchasfood,
blanketsand schoolsupplies At recessandlunch,we
will be collectingguessesand donationsin the
cantenarea,eachguesswill cost50 cents.The
winnerwill be announcedon Friday4™ Augustat
assemblyThankyou

Jasslila,Hayleyand AthauiJ




Getting it right in Reading!

What is phonics and why is it important?

Phonics is the understanding of the relationship between letters and sounds. It is an important component of
reading (and writing!) and supports children when attempting to solve words that are not immediately known.
In teacher speak, the process of solving or working out unknown words is referred to as ‘decoding’.

It is helpful if the names of the individual letters of the alphabet are learned early, preferably before children
begin school. The letter names are constant and help to provide a reference point for teachers (and parents)
when teaching the different sounds that these individual letters, or combinations of letters make.
Combinations of letters to make a sound are referred to as ‘blends’. Some examples of these are /sh/, /ck/,

/th/.

Children need practice identifying letters and blends randomly in their environment and in a variety of print
displays i.e. signs, posters, billboards, books, food labels. Singing an alphabet song or reading letters in order
off an alphabet chart does not guarantee letter knowledge.

As mentioned in previous newsletters, it is important for students to develop their oral language and
vocabulary skills. This will support the development of phonic knowledge and skills. Children need a reference
point to decide whether the word they are attempting to name using phonic knowledge, is a real word and/or
fits in the context of what is being read.

It is important to be aware that letter-sound knowledge alone will not guarantee that children are
independent and successful readers. It is possible to solve words yet not know their meaning or comprehend
an author’s message.

*Sourced from Letter-sound knowledge (phonics), Anne Bayetto, Flinder’s University

Activities to support the learning of phonics

Start with supporting your child to learn the individual letters and sounds

that make up their name.

Use magnetic letters for children to match letters and build words v
Sort letter cards What is the odd one out and why? b - d .
Have your child make their own alphabet book that includes names of

family, pets, hobbies and interests

Play games with letter cards such as Snap, Memory or letter-sound-picture bingo

Put a plastic pocket over your child’s home reader and have them use a

whiteboard marker to circle a nominated letter or letter blend. Make this

more challenging by setting a time limit. ‘

Use and practise with simple flip books (see picture)

Apps and websites for phonics practice

[MONSTER B2 Starfall

& &RE&“‘E www.starfall.com

www.teachyourmonstertoread *Also available as an iPad app
.com Eggy Alphabet
*Also available as an iPad app iPad app

Sarah Marshall- Leading Teacher Lileracy




Marvelous Maths

All around us, every day.

Thelmportanceof Vocabularyin Maths

Teachingndlearningthe languageof mathematicss vital for the developmentof
mathematicalproficiency.Aschildrendeveloptheir capacityfor understandingyocabulary
becomesa vital link betweentheir natural senseof numberandorder andconceptual

learning.&Childrenlearnmathematicsbestby usingit, and understandinghe languageof
math givesstudentsthe skillsthey needto think about, talk about,and assimilatenew

mathsconceptsasthey areintroduceds(Dr DavidChard)

Whenteachersare planningmathsunits, the vocabularythat is requiredto the topicis
includedand explicitlytaught. While studentslearnhow to tdlosmath, they mustalsolearn
how to explaintheir thinking Childrenneedlearnto recognizeandanswerthe awhysand

thowuquestionsin order to devebp important problemsolvingskills.

At Melton WestPrimarya selectionof studentsare includedin the GRINorogram.GRINs
anacronymfor GettingReadyin Numeracy Studentswho do not know or do not
understandthe necessaryocabularyhavedifficulty comprehendingheir mathslesson.
Oneof the objectivesof GRINsto frontload studentswith the vocabularythey will needin
their next mathslessonthusfacilitatingtheir understandingof the conceptstaughtto them.

A usefulwebsitefor math vocabularyis:

http://www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com/







